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SUBJECT: SHARP DIFFERENCES OVER MERITS OF 
DRAFT CONSTITUTION 
REF: ATHENS 9090 

1. SUMMARY. CENTER UNION S FIRST OFFICIAL COMMENT ON 

DRAFT CONSTITUTION HAS BEEN SHARPLY CRITICAL; NEW DEMOCRACY 
COUNTERED BY DISMISSINGALL CU/NF CRITICISM AS "FRIVOLOUS." 

PRESS COMMENT PREDICTABLY DIVIDED ALONG PARTISAN LINES. 
COUNTER-PROPOSALS ARE IN THE WIND WHEN PARLIAMENT RECONVENES 
JAN 7 AND DEBATE WILL BEGIN IN EARNEST. END SUMMARY. 

2. CENTER UNION/NEW FORCES WENT DOWN LINE WITH EARLIER 
CRITIQUE BY PASOK (REFTEL) IN CONDEMNING DRAFT CONSTITUTION 
AS AUTHORITARIAN, OUTDATED, LACKING IN FREEDOM AND 
SHOWING CONTEMPT FOR DEMOCRATIC CONSCIENCE OF GREEK 
PEOPLE. CU/NF DECRIED "ABOLITION" OF RIGHT TO STRIKE. 

RESTRICTIONS ON FREEDOM OF PRESS, RETRNTION OF 
CATEGORY OF "ILLEGAL" POLITICAL PARTY. MAINTENANCE OF 
PARTISAN RADIO AND TELEVISION, FAILURE TO GIVE VOTE TO 
YOUTHS FROM AGE OF 18 AND LACE OF REFORM IN HIGHER 
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EDUCATION. "IT IS A CONSTITUTION ADAPTED TO THE MEASURE OF 
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A CERTAIN PERSON, THE LEADER OF THE PRESENT MAJORITY, AND ITS 
SOLE AIM IS TO SECURE HIM IN THE EVENT OF A CHANGE IN THE 
PUBLIC OPINION AND CHANGES IN THE PRESENT CORRELATION 
OF PARLIAMENTARY FORCES." 

3. GOG REPLIED IN BRIEF STATEMENT REGRETTING "HASTY" 

OPPOSITION REACTIONS AND DEFENDING PROPOSED POWERS OF 
PRESIDENT AS LESS THAN THOSE GIVEN THE HEAD OF STATE UNDER 
1952 CONSTITUTION. TWO DAYS LATER ON DEC 26, CLEARLY 
RANKLED BY THE AD HOMINIM ATTACK, GOG RELEASED A MORE 
DETAILED AND SPIRITED COUNTER-ATTACK. IT ASSERTED 

ITS DRAFT IS NEITHER AUTOCRATIC NOR ANACHRONISTIC AND 
SAID LEADER OF MAJORITY PARTY DID NOT SEEK ASSUMPTION OF 
POWER BUT WAS RECALLED IN RESPONSE TO THE WISH OF ALL 
GREEKS, "INCLUDING TODAYS CRITICS." STATEMENT ALLEGED 
THAT OPPOSITION HAD MISINTERPRETED AND MISREPRESENTED MANY 
ARTICLES, AND REASSERTED SOUNDNESS OF CHANGES PROVIDING 
THAT HEAD OF STATE COULD DISSOLVE PARLIAMENT SINCE THIS 
WAS POSSIBLE ONLY AFTER AND EXPRESSION OF OPINION BY THE 
COUNCIL OF THE REPUBLIC; THAT THE VETO POWER REQUIRED A 
3/5 PARLIAMENTARY VOTE TO OVERRIDE, WHICH IS REASONABLE; 

THAT THE GOVERNMENT MUST RETAIN THE RIGHT TO ISSUE DRAFT 
LAWS, FOR EXAMPLE ON REVALUATION OR DEVALUATION, WITHOUT 
FIRST HAVING TO SUBMIT TO PARLIAMENT, WITH PROTECTIVE 
PROVISO REQUIRING SUBMISSION OF SUCH LAWS WITHIN FORTY 
DAYS 

TO PARLIAMENT FOR RATIFICATION. 

4. DRAFT CONSTITUTION HAS BEEN MAJOR ITEM OF NEWS AND 
EDITORIAL COMMENT IN NATIONS DAILIES, WHICH, HOWEVER, 

DID NOT PUBLISH DEC 25 AND 26, AND EDITORIAL COMMENT 

SO FAR IS NO MORE ELUCIDATING THAN PROPAGANDA EXCHANGES OF 
THE SEVERAL PARTIES. CONSERVATIVE ACROPOLIS AND 
VRADYNI ENDORSE THE DRAFT, WHILE ELLENIKON MELLON, 

RIZOSPASTIS, TO VIMA AND AVGHI REJECT IT. ONLY 
SLIGHT SURPRISE AMONG THE SEVERAL SHARP EDITORIALS 
IS AVGHI WHICH FOR TIME BEING AT LEAST HAS ABONDONED ITS 
POLICY OF TOLERANCE TOWARD CARAMANLIS IN WRITING, "ALL IDEAS 
ABOUT MR CARAMANLIS AS A MESSIAH OR AS A PROGRESSIVE HAVE 
GONE ASTRAY." F.T EFTHF.ROS COSMOS HAS BEGUN SERIES OF DOOMSDAY 
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TYPE SOOTHSAYINGS, ASSERTING COUNTRY IS MOVING 
TOWARD POLITICAL IMPASSE THROUGH FAULT OF BOTH OPPOSITION 
AND MAJORITY BUT PARTICULARLY LATTER WHICH HAS IGNORED 
ADVICE FROM EDITOR CONSTANDOPOULOS. IN RECENT DAYS ONLY 
KATHIMERINI, WHICH GENERALLY FAVORABLE TOWARD DRAFT 
CONSTITUTION, HAS POINTEDLY REMINDED READERS THAT 
DOCUMENT IS ONLY A DRAFT WHICH IS INTENDED TO BE DEBATED 
AND LIKELY TO BE ALTERED THROUGH PARLIAMENTARY TRADEOFFS. 
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AT SAME TIME IT CAUTIONED THAT DEBATE COULD PROCEED 
SUCCESSFULLY ONLY IF ALL PARTICIPANTS REMAIN CALM, 

REASONABLE, AND WRITE AND SPEAK WITH MORE UNDERSTANDING 
AND LESS PASSION. VARIOUS SOURCES REPORT THAT CU/NF PLANS 
TO SUBMIT COUNTER PROPOSALS TO PARLIAMENT WHERE DISCUSSION 
SHOULD BE BETTER FOCUSED AND MORE SERIOUS THAN IN THIS 
WEEKS PROPAGANDISTS EXCHANGES BY PARTIES AND PRESS. 

KUBISCH 
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